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CHAIR’S CORNER 

 
Chairwoman Mari Lee 

Last Friday, we participated in the 

inaugural Frederick Pride parade. 

Kudos to The Frederick Center and all 

who helped organize it. The joy and 

energy were palpable. We had a blast! 

Our truck and wagon were decorated 

in Democratic and Pride gear, and 

Central Committee member Miltina 

Athena was dressed as Miss Liberty, 

and was a crowd hit! We’re already 

chomping at the bit to participate next 

year. The following day, a few of our 

members and volunteers staffed our 

tent at the Pride Festival on Carroll 

Creek. We always enjoy engaging with 

the community at the events we 

participate in.  

This month, we’ll be at First Saturday, 

July 6, at 2 PM; Urbana VFD Carnival, 

July 14-19; and Asbury Block Party, 

Saturday, July 19. Please stop by our 

tent to say hello, and more. We’re also 

looking for volunteers to help us at our 

table. Learn more and sign up for the 

event(s) and shift(s) of your choice 

here. We also need volunteers to help 

at our information desk at our HQ. You 

can learn more about that using the 

same link. 

Last month, we held our annual dinner 

at Dutch’s Daughter with Special Guest 

Harry Dunn, former U.S. Capitol Police 

Officer. It was a packed house with just 

under 200 people in attendance. We 

are grateful that Harry could join us, 

and for the support of all attended.  

Congratulations again to our four 

honorees: Outstanding Democrat, 

Deborah Carter; Outstanding 

Volunteer, Susan Cowles; Rising Star, 

Alleria Stanley, and Stephen LeRoux 

Legacy Award recipients Dana & Ed 

Mooney.  

 

We also held a “Reconnecting with 

American Values” Community Town 

Hall in Brunswick last month. We thank 

everyone who came to share their 

thoughts and concerns. North 

Frederick County, you’re next! Join us 

on Sunday, July 27, at 1:15 PM, at the 

Thurmont Regional Library, 76 E. 

Moser Road. As always, this event is a 

community dialogue, not a debate, and 

will be moderated by non-Central 

Committee members Tony Soltero and 

Teresa Schwab. Space is limited. 

RSVP here. We apologize if we can’t 

accommodate everyone. We plan to 

continue to host other town halls as 

soon as possible.  

We’ll host the second Monocacy 

Plowman & Fisherman Club (Plow-

Fish) event tomorrow evening 

(Wednesday, July 2) with special guest 

Congresswoman Sarah Elfreth. We’re 

pretty much at capacity, but we can 

squeeze in a few more. If interested, 

click here for ticket information. 

Save the date reminder - please save 

the date of Monday, August 11, for a 

special fundraiser with David Hogg at 6 

PM. David is the Co-Founder of March 

for Our Lives and Leaders We Deserve. 

More details available soon.   

Today was the deadline to file as a 

candidate in the City of Frederick 

municipal elections. Voters will cast 

ballots for Mayor and seven-member 

City Council in the Primary on Tuesday, 

September 9, and the General Election 

on Tuesday, November 4. Click here to 

learn more, including info on new 

Election districts, where to vote, and a 

link to a listing of all filed candidates.  

Our local HQ is a collection site for a 

cleaning and laundry supplies drive this 

month. Local group Dems Help will 

distribute the items to designated 

community organizations. You may 

drop off items anytime during our 

hours: Tuesdays, 3-7 PM, Thursdays, 5-

7 PM, and Saturdays and Sundays, 10 

AM – 2 PM. Monetary donations are 

not accepted, and neither Dems Help 

nor the Central Committee will provide 

a tax-deductible receipt. 

 

We continue to add information to our 

"Resist Fascism" page on our website. 

This page provides links to resources 

for impacted federal workers and links 

to sites and/or documents detailing 

how to contact your elected officials 

and options to get involved.  

 

Join us at our next Central Committee 

meeting on July 15, at 6:30 PM, at our 

HQ, 8 West 5th Street, Frederick. Come 

share your thoughts and/or listen in as 

we discuss our business and activities.  
 

https://frederickdems.ivolunteer.com/
https://forms.gle/p6pgRdqh3tTPsnaC7
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/plow-fish-2025-2
https://cityoffrederickmd.gov/1750/Information-for-Voters
https://www.frederickdemocrats.org/get-involved/resist-fascism
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Tom Slater, Frederick County 

Democratic Party Historian 

The Rest of the Story: Uncle Charlie, 

Justice Douglas, and the C&O Canal  

This past May, the Trump 

administration proposed a $1 billion cut 

to the National Park Service's budget, 

which would result in essentially 

wiping out budgets and staffing for at 

least 350 out of 430 national park units, 

according to the National Parks 

Conservation Association. A much less 

costly, but with just as catastrophic 

results for a local, well-known part of 

the National Park Service near and 

dear to Frederick County, was 

proposed in 1954. The Interior 

Department, at that time, owned the 

right-of-way to a 189-mile-long and, on 

average, 230-foot-wide strip of land 

that followed the abandoned bed of 

the old Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, 

which was, at that time, partly dry and 

partly filled with water. The original 

canal was a business venture started in 

1828 at a cost of approximately $27 

million. The canal was never profitable 

and was abandoned in the early 20th 

century. The Interior Department, 

looking to offload the property, in 1954 

proposed that a motor parkway be 

built along the canal’s path from 

Georgetown to Cumberland. An 

editorial in the Washington Post in 

January 1954 favored the idea of the 

parkway.  

Justice William O. Douglas served on 

the U.S. Supreme Court from 1939 to 

1975. At age 40 with no judicial 

experience, he was appointed by 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt to 

replace Justice Louis D. Brandeis after 

Douglas had served as the third 

chairman of the Securities and 

Exchange Commission. He was a 

controversial justice known for his 

presidential ambitions, liberalism, 

support for the environment, and 

controversial personal life (he was 

married four times, often to women 

much younger than him). He survived 

two attempts to impeach him. A clerk 

to one of his fellow justices described 

him as “bored, distracted, collegial, 

irresponsible,” and a fellow justice 

called him “rude, ice-cold, hot-

tempered, ungrateful, foul-mouthed, 

and self-absorbed.” One thing Douglas 

loved to do was hike, sometimes along 

the bed of the old C&O Canal. Upon 

reading the editorial in the Washington 

Post, Douglas wrote a letter-to-the-

editor challenging the writer of the 

editorial to support the building of the 

highway and his boss to walk the entire 

length of the canal with Douglas. 

Writing “We Accept,” the editorialist of 

the Post accepted Douglas’s challenge, 

hence the famous Douglas hike along 

the length of the C&O Canal in March 

of 1954 with approximately two dozen 

hikers. 

My paternal grandmother’s brother 

(my great uncle), Charles P. Thomas, 

was said to be a lifelong bachelor, 

apparently briefly married and 

divorced shortly thereafter. He died in 

1964 at the age of 90. I had frequent 

contact with him in the 1950s and early 

1960s when my grandparents, who 

lived in Rockville, would take care of 

me in the summertime when both my 

parents worked. Everyone, including 

me, called him “Uncle Charlie.” Uncle 

Charlie and his other sister, “Aunt Hat” 

would have lunch every Wednesday 

with my grandmother and grandfather. 

Uncle Charlie retired from the U.S. 

Post Office. In 1928, he was one of the 

founding members of the Potomac 

Appalachian Trail Club (PATC) and was 

its first Honorary Life Member. He was 

known as an excellent carpenter and 

enthusiastic outdoorsman. He helped 

maintain a section of the Appalachian 

Trail. He was known, one year, to have 

been out on the trail 51 out of 52 

weekends of the year, a PATC record. 

An early history of the PATC described 

Uncle Charlie: “In camp, Charlie usually 

helped the cooks prepare meals, and 

he always made the coffee…He was 

noted, not favorably, for getting up 

early, sometimes at 5 A.M. and making 

noise, rattling utensils, chopping wood, 

while getting ready to start this chore… 

Charlie had an excellent memory and 

was very knowledgeable concerning 

the club’s history… Charlie was a 

master woodsman. He knew the 

Appalachian Trail and other mountain 

trails in Maryland and Virginia like city 

dwellers know their back yards and 

nearby streets…He was known for 

practically laying out the Skyline Drive 

instructing the engineers as to the 

contours best suited and otherwise 

giving them his advice. Charlie did 

know the territory very well and he 

never hesitated to give forth with 

advice and knowledge, if asked, and 

occasionally, if not asked…His portrait 

hung in the PATC Council Meeting 

Room.” 

When Justice Douglas organized his 

hike along the C&O Canal, Uncle 

Charlie, then 80 years old, and a fellow 

PATC member, served as the cooks. 

The hikers covered the 189 miles in 

eight days, with Uncle Charlie and his 

fellow cook often being driven by a 

truck they called the “Red Beauty” from 

one campsite to the other so that they 

could set up the arrangements for the 

meals. After the hike was completed, 

with much publicity generated, plans 

for making the C&O Canal into a 

roadway were abandoned by the 

Department of the Interior in May 1954.  

I had the opportunity to meet Justice 

Douglas when I was a student at 

Frostburg State College, when he was 

there as a guest speaker my senior 

year, in November 1965. I regret that I 

did not ask him about his memories of 

my Uncle Charlie.  At that time I did not  

 

(Continued on the next page) 
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realize how instrumental my great 

uncle had been as a founding member 

of the PATC and a participant in the 

Douglas hike, but I did have fond 

memories of the cabin he built himself 

near Annapolis, and did remember him 

as someone who had an opinion about 

everything and was not shy about 

sharing his opinions. William O. 

Douglas died in 1980 at age 91. 

 

Two long-time Democratic supporters 

recently passed. Margaret “Maggi” 

Kline was active in many civic activities 

in Frederick, for a long time owned the 

Barbara Fritchie House, hosted events 

for Democratic candidates (most 

notably Lt. Gov. Kathleen Kennedy 

Townsend), and received the 

Democrat Award from the Democratic 

State Central Committee for her 

service to the party in 2005. She was 

married for 70 years to Richard Kline, 

who was also involved for many years 

in Democratic politics in Frederick 

County and the State of Maryland.  He 

also received the Democrat Award 

from the central committee, in 1999. 

Maggi was 92. 

Audrey Demarais has passed at age 83. 

She was the Democratic leader of the 

Lewistown district back when the Party 

had leaders in each precinct and 

district. She succeeded her father, 

Marion “Puss” Rice, as district leader. 

Party leaders sometimes also had 

colorful nicknames back in the day.  

Uncle Charlie is on the left and Justice  

Douglas is on the right. 

                          

 

 

            

 

 

 
               

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

UNITED DEMOCRATS OF  

FREDERICK COUNTY 

Hello UDFC Member and Friends, 

We had a good turnout for our June 2nd 

meeting at Cafe 611, despite the fact 

that the calendar was booked up with 

competing events. We were joined by 

a new UDFC member, author and 

democratic activist Payne Harrison, 

and his wife, Paula.  Payne spoke to us 

about some ideas about our 

democracy and touched on the 

concept of “Swiss Direct Democracy”. 

Payne is a New York Times bestselling 

author of military and espionage 

thrillers, the most recent being “The 

Interview”, which deals with Iran and 

its nuclear capabilities…very timely!! 

UDFC will NOT be meeting on 

Monday, July 7th at Café 611- but we will 

gather for our annual picnic at 

Middletown Park on Sunday, July 20 

from 2-5 at Pavilion # 2. Please see the 

flyer here in the Banner for details 

about the event. We’ll have speakers, 

including some primary candidates 

running in the City of Frederick 

election, as well as lots of good food to 

share! 

Finally, some of you may have missed 

the terrific event held at Mullinix Park 

in Frederick on Saturday, June 14: No 

Kings Day and Flag Day rolled into one!  

The day was organized by many 

groups including Indivisible, Mobilize, 

and locally by the FCDCC, and Mari 

Lee.  Enjoy the photos attached here in 

the Banner as well as the UDFC Picnic 

flyer!  

 

- Maureen Grayzeck                                                                                                                                                                                     

President, UDFC 

Justice Douglas is on the left, and 

Uncle Charlie is at the top. 

Uncle Charlie is on the far left 
and Justice Douglas is 4th 

from the right on the top row. 

 

Frostburg State College (1965) – Tom 

Slater is at the left, and Justice Douglas is 

2nd from the right 

 



 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    The Banner 

D E M O C R A T I C         P A R T Y 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

WOMEN’S DEMOCRATIC 

LEAGUE OF FREDERICK 

COUNTY 

The Women's Democratic League of 

Frederick County (WDL) is turning a 

new page as we move into our second 

century of service. Our mission, which 

has been unwavering for the past 100 

years, continues to focus on educating 

and engaging Democratic women in 

the political process while advocating 

for equity under the law for all people, 

and now, we need YOUR voice. 

The WDL will hold our next monthly 

meeting on Monday, July 21st at 7:00 

pm. This special meeting will serve as a 

pivotal moment for the WDL, as we 

come together to discuss how we can 

restructure and revitalize the WDL for 

the future. We want to hear your ideas 

and engage in open discussions about 

social and legislative issues that impact 

women’s rights and equality. From 

advocating for policy change to 

empowering women to run for office, 

this is your chance to help shape the 

next 100 years of the WDL! 

Whether you’re a lifelong advocate or 

someone new to political involvement, 

your perspective is invaluable. 

Together, we will ensure that the WDL 

remains a vibrant, inclusive space for 

women to connect, strategize, and 

take action. 

 
We can’t wait to see you there!  

  

-Shelly Beaird-Francois, 
        President, WDL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOUTH FREDERICK COUNTY 

DEMOCRATS 

 
The next meeting of South County 

Dems will be July 26 (the 4th Saturday 

rather than the 3rd) from 9:30 – 11:00 

am via Zoom. Our guest speaker will 

be Libby Schneider, Deputy Executive 

Director of the Democratic National 

Committee.  Libby Schneider most 

recently served as the Chief of Staff of 

the DNC and has been at the DNC 

since 2019. Schneider’s previous roles 

at the DNC include Senior Advisor and 

National Rural Political Director, and 

she led efforts to support 2023 races 

including the successful Virginia 

legislative races and Kentucky 

gubernatorial election. Prior to joining 

the committee, Schneider served in the 

Senate as a Special Advisor to Senator 

Kent Conrad and in the office of 

Senator Heidi Heitkamp and later as 

her Senate campaign manager. 

 
Ms. Schneider will share what 

initiatives the DNC is undertaking to 

bolster Democrats and the Democratic 

brand and provide perspectives on the 

2025 races and DNC thoughts on top 

races for 2026.  Time is planned for her 

to answer questions. 

 

To attend, please RSVP to Melanie 

Galloway at 

danmelgalloway@verizon.net.  You 

must RSVP in order to be admitted out 

of the waiting room.  To those who 

RSVP, I will provide the Zoom link the 

day before the meeting.  Feel free to 

invite like-minded friends who are not 

currently getting South County Dems’ 

emails but please ask them when 

RSVPing to note who informed them 

of the event.   

 
Thanks much to Council Member Jerry 

Donald for joining us at our June 28 

meeting.  He filled us in on county 

priorities and items of key voter 

interest as well as answered 

participant questions.  Thanks to 

Council Member Donald for a superb 

talk!   

 
Hope to see many of you at our July 26 

meeting via Zoom for an enlightening 

and uplifting presentation by Libby 

Schneider of the DNC.   

 

Melanie Galloway, 
        President, SFCD 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are looking for volunteers, to 
help us staff our Democrat booth 
at various events, canvassing, and 
our Get Out the Vote efforts. 
Please click on the link below for 
more information and to sign up. 

Volunteer Today 

 

Don’t forget to check the calendar 
on our website to keep up with 
Democratic meetings, candidate 
events, and more!  

http://www.frederickdemocrats.org
/events/calendar 

mailto:danmelgalloway@verizon.net
https://www.frederickdemocrats.org/get-involved/volunteer
http://www.frederickdemocrats.org/events/calendar
http://www.frederickdemocrats.org/events/calendar
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DELEGATE KEN KERR 
District 3 
 

So, what a Legislative Session look like?  

 
As most of you know, the Maryland 

General Assembly meets in a 90-day 

session beginning the second 

Wednesday in January, and continues 

through the second Monday in April, 

culminating in a marathon session 

adjourning Sine Die at midnight. This 

year, we considered over 2300 bills, 

with 878 bills successfully passing both 

houses and making their way to the 

governor. 

 
Because your District 3 Delegates and 

Senator live farther than 50 miles from 

the State House, we qualify to stay in 

Annapolis for the 90-day session. With 

12+hour days, commuting back-and-

forth each day would be impractical (to 

say the least). We do get to come 

home most weekends, though. 

 
Early in the session, we spend very 

little time on the House and Senate 

floors. Most of the day is spent in 

Committee—some days 3 hours, some 

days 6, some days 10. As the 90-day 

session nears the end, that is reversed, 

and we are on the chamber floor 

longer each day and spend less and 

less time in Committee. 

 
This past session, I sponsored 15 bills, 

with 9 of them making it through both 

chambers and to the Governor, who 

signed 8 of them and vetoed one 

(Hospital Cybersecurity). Aside from 

working my 15 bills, I chair the 

Government Operations and Health 

Facilities Subcommittee of the Health 

and Government Operations 

Committee (HGO). HGO has 23 

members, and Government Ops has 12 

members. Government Ops has 

jurisdiction over any bills in the area of 

Government Procurement; Minority, 

Women, and Veteran Owned 

Businesses; IT, AI Cybersecurity; 

Official State Designations; Veterans 

Affairs; 9-1-1; and Hospitals. Once a bill 

has its hearing in HGO, if it falls into 

one of those areas, it gets assigned to 

the 12-member subcommittee where 

we are able to look into the 

implications on a much deeper level 

and have a more free-ranging 

discussion of potential problems 
the law may bring. If we can’t work 

it out, I won’t move it for a full 
committee vote. 
 

Government Ops was assigned 95 
bills this year that we dealt with in 
weekly Wednesday work sessions 

over a 10-week period from January 
29 until April 2. Some bills move 

quickly, some require several work 
sessions, and some don’t move at 

all. In all 52 of the 95 were given 
favorable recommendations from 
Government Ops and went to the 
full HGO committee and went to 

the house  
floor, with a Favorable Report, for a 
full floor vote before crossing over 
to the Senate. 

 

So, what happens during the other 
275 days? I’ll cover that next month! 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
“High-Tech Subcommittee Bill  
Tracking System” 

 
MAYOR MICHAEL O’CONNOR 

 
This month’s Independence Day 

holiday, and everything it represents 

with the American values of justice, 

equality, and opportunity, is a good 

time to reflect on June’s No Kings rally 

at Mullinix Park. I am grateful to the 

organizers for their efforts and the 

chance to make remarks. For those 

who could not attend, here they are:  

 
Good morning, before we begin, let us 

acknowledge that we are gathered on 

the ancestral lands of the Piscataway, 

Susquehannock, and Tuscarora peoples. 

We recognize their enduring presence 

and pay respect to their elders past and 

present. Centuries later this specific park 

was created for Black residents who 

weren’t allowed in other public spaces. 

 
That’s our history—right here beneath 

our feet. Colonialism, segregation, 

exclusion, and continuing struggle. 

 
Perhaps today in small ways…a place of 

reconciliation. 

 
We are here not to erase that history, but 

to honor it and continue the fight toward 

justice and freedom. Freedom that has 

never been free. Justice that ultimately 

must live in the hearts of all people. 
 

In November 1765, nearly a decade 

before the Boston Tea Party, 12 Frederick 

County judges, in one of the first acts of 

rebellion rejected the Stamp Act. It was a 

tax from King George, designed to cover 

the costs of keeping soldiers in the 

American colonies to keep still British  

 

(Continued on next page) 
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subjects in line. This county has marked 

Repudiation Day ever since. 

 
Sound familiar. Welcome to Repudiation 

Day 2.0. No Kings! 

 
When we stand together—across race, 

across class, across differences—we 

show the world what real strength looks 

like. 

 
This is what strength looks like. 

 
Not tanks in the street. 

 

Not a birthday parade for a man who 

thinks power means being feared. 

 
What’s happening in Washington today 

isn’t about leadership—it’s about 

insecurity. They are not doing it because 

they’re confident. They’re doing it 

because they’re scared. And why are they 

scared—look around. Look at this 

energy, the organizing, the momentum, 

the clarity of purpose. 

 

I am not ready to give up my democracy, 

are you? 
And they’re scared because we’ve 

stopped whispering. 

 
I am not ready to give up my democracy, 

are you? 

 
And they’re scared because we’ve 

stopped waiting. 

 
I am not ready to give up my democracy, 

are you? 

 
And they should be scared, because we 

are coming not with violence, but with 

votes. Not with lies, but with truth. 

 
We are people with power they cannot 

control and cannot buy no matter how 

many billions they hoard for themselves 

and grifters they call friends. 

 
They throw parades to pat themselves 

on the back for their corruption. 

They weaponize the military against our 

brothers and sisters because they don’t 

know what earning trust really looks like 

and they don’t care. 

 
And they jail senators for asking 

questions because they’ve run out of 

answers. 

 
It’s an affront to every person who ever 

wore the uniform for this country under 

this flag and all this flag has and should 

stand for. 

 
It is not law and order. The tyrant is 

panicking. And we’re here to make sure 

the panic he feels is real. 

 
They’ve got tanks. We’ve got people. 
They’ve got noise. We’ve got purpose. 

They’ve got a dictator’s birthday party. 

We’ve got a movement—and we’ve got 

each other.  

 
And as long we never give up, we will 

win. And we will never give up. 
 

Have a relaxing and rejuvenating 

summer. We will be busy with the 

campaign and look forward to seeing 

you at events and on “the trail.” 

 

Michael 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor’s Corner  

 
Gmail users – Our mail server may 
cause The Banner to be delivered to 
your email “Promotions” tab instead 
of your inbox. If you do not receive 
your monthly edition, please check 

for it in that tab. If it isn’t there, 
please send me an email and I’ll 

check your subscription. You may 
also view The Banner on our 

website by clicking here.  
 

Banner Newsletter Ideas?  
Send me an email with your ideas, 

materials, or feedback for 
consideration.  

  
Hope you enjoyed reading!  

 Shelly Beaird-Francois,                                    
shelly@frederickdemocrats.org      

                     or 
Central Committee -                 

info@frederickdemocrats.org  

 

http://frederickdemocrats.org/connect/banner-newsletter
mailto:shelly@frederickdemocrats.org
mailto:info@frederickdemocrats.org
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Join CLUBBLUE! Our sustainers are activists and 
everyday people who contribute a monthly 
monetary donation to help the Party sustain its 
competitiveness in current and future local and 
statewide elections. Click here for more details. 
Donate as little as $5 a month and let the 
Frederick County Democrats do all the work! 

 
 Sign-up to volunteer to Join Casey’s Listening Tour 

at tinyurl.com/CaseysTour 

 

http://www.frederickdemocrats.org/get-involved/club-blue
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C054CABAB2AA7F4C16-57393648-listening#/
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and 

Frederick County Democrats 

Like us on Facebook 

 

Follow us on Twitter 

 

Visit our website 

 

Follow us on Instagram  

 

Click on the icons for a direct 
connection. 

Check us out on YouTube too! 

 

July 2025 At-a-Glance 

 

 

 
 

North Frederick Co. Dems (NFCD) Monthly Meet-Up  
Saturday, July 12 at 10:00 a.m. 

Thurmont Regional Library, 76 E. Moser Road, Thurmont 
 (Please bring a non-perishable item for the area food bank.) 

 
Frederick County Democratic Central Committee (FCDCC) 

Monthly Meeting 
Tuesday, July 15 at 6:30 p.m. 

Frederick Co. Democratic HQ, 8 West 5th Street, Frederick 
 

United Democrats of Frederick Co. (UDFC) Annual Picnic  
Sunday, July 20 from 2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  

Middletown Park, 7628 Coblentz Road. Middletown, Frederick 
 

Women’s Democratic League (WDL) Monthly Meeting 
 Monday, July 21 at 7:00 p.m. 

 Frederick Co. Democratic HQ, 8 West 5th Street, Frederick  
.  

Young Democrats of Frederick County (YDFC) Monthly Meeting 
 Thursday, July 24 at 6:00 p.m. 

 C. Burr Artz Library, 110 E. Patrick Street, Frederick  
 

South Frederick Co. Dems (SFCD) Monthly Meet-Up  
Saturday, July 26 at 9:30 a.m. 

Zoom Meeting - To request access, please send email to: 
danmelgalloway@verizon.net  

using the Subject:  "So County Dems 7/26 meeting." 
 

Community Town Hall: “Reconnecting with American Values” 
Sunday, July 27 at 1:15 PM 

Thurmont Regional Library, 76 E. Moser Road, Thurmont 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.facebook.com/FrederickDemocrats
http://www.twitter.com/frederickdems
http://www.frederickdemocrats.org/
http://www.instagram.com/frederick_democrats
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZ5i6KPiY-JYd4Uqky32pyQ
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City of Frederick voters will vote in 2025 for the 
Mayor and seven-member City Council. 

DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES FOR THE 
2025 CITY OF FREDERICK MUNICIPAL 
ELECTIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Frederick County Democratic Central Committee 

does not endorse Democratic candidates in any races 
that are contested in the primary election. We 
encourage you to get to know them and help the 
campaign of your choice in any way you see fit. 

 

COUNTY/STATE 2026  

Frederick County voters will cast their votes in 2026 

for Governor, Comptroller, Attorney General, 

Congressional District 6, Maryland General Assembly, 

Frederick County Executive, Board of Education, and 

more.  

Candidate filing deadline: Tuesday, February 24 

 

FILED DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES -  

NON-BOARD OF EDUCATION  

COUNCIL DISTRICT 5 

Johnny Mercer 

 
 
FILED CANDIDATES REGISTERED AS DEMOCRATS 

RUNNING FOR THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Casey Day  

Jessica Douglass  

David A. Migdal 

Chad King Wilson, Sr.  

 

 

 

Click here to view a current list of all candidates, 

regardless of affiliation, for all offices on the general 

election ballot in November 2026, as outlined on the 

Maryland State Board of Elections' website. 

MAYOR 

Ron Beattie 

Michael O’Connor 

 

CITY COUNTIL AT-LARGE 

Jennifer Dougherty 

Donna Kuzemchak 

Kelly Russell 

Derek Shackelford 

Libby Taylor 

 

CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT 1  

Katie Nash 

 

CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT 2  

Cesar Diaz 

CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT 3 

Peter Brehm 

David Schmidt 

CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT 4 

S. Scott Lasher 

Fredy Ventura Garcia 

 

CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT 5 

Sarah Hempel Irani 

Ryan Trout 

https://elections.maryland.gov/elections/2026/Primary_candidates/index.html
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A LOOK BACK AT FREDERICK DEMS IN THE COMMUNITY IN JUNE 2025 

A First Saturday, 06.07.25 

      No Kings “Reclaim Our Flag” Rally co-hosted by Frederick Dems, Rise Up Frederick, Resist Persist, & 

Indivisible Frederick Coalition, 06.14.25 – Thank you to the approximate 2500 (or more) who attended! 

 

Annual Frederick County Democratic Party Dinner, Monday, 06.09.25 

Juneteenth Celebration & Community Day, 06.22.25 

Most Central Committee members 

at the State Democratic Party 

meeting with Gov. Moore, Lt. Gov. 

Miller, DNC Member Kresslein, and 

newly-elected MDP Chair Steuart 

Pittman, 06.21.25 
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Inaugural Pride Parade, 06.27.25 

Frederick Pride, 06.28.25 


